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The Mohegan Indians : A Communication 

The June-September, 1921, number of the Mississippi Valley 
Historical Review in the account of the fourteenth annual meet- 
ing of the association contained the following reference to my 
paper upon the ' ' Mohegan Indians east and west, ' ' read at that 
meeting: "Mr. George A. Wood of Ohio state university 
sketched the history of the Mohegan Indians (or, as the bureau 
of ethnology would have us say, the 'Mahican')." 

My usage of the names applied in my paper to the various 
Indian nations and groups mentioned was based upon the Hand- 
book of American Indians, north of Mexico, edited by Frederick 
W. Hodge, to which appropriate footnote references were made. 
This work was published as Bulletin number 30 of the bureau of 
American ethnology (Washington, 1907-1910). In this bulletin, 
part 1, page 786, appears recognition of the fact that although 
the related tribes with which my paper chiefly dealt were 
known under a large variety of dialectical forms, this name "in 
practical use has been limited to two bodies, one on the lower 
Connecticut r., Conn., known dialectically as Mohegan (q. v.), 
the other, on Hudson r., known as Mahican." Although my 
paper referred repeatedly to both Mahicans and Mohegans ac- 
cording to the usage just quoted, in view of the fact that the 
subject which I had chosen related primarily to the Connecticut 
branch of the nation I employed "Mohegan" as the more suit- 
able designation of the tribe, especially as the branch alluded 
to by that name by Hodge is given precedence both by him and 
in popular usage. That branch also seems to have been more 
important historically than the other. 

The bureau of American ethnology published in its seventh 
annual Report in 1891 J. W. Powell's "Indian linguistic fami- 
lies of America north of Mexico. ' ' The index of this work re- 
charged with the duty of investigating the emigration movement and its eauses up 
to that time. The commission made a careful study of the matter and gathered a 
large number of letters and diaries from immigrants. The report, "Angaaende 
udvandringer til fremmede verdensdele, " is in Kongeriget Norges ellevte ordentlige 
storthings forhcmdlinger i aaret 1845. Forste deel, indeholdenda kongelige propo- 
sitioner og meddelelser litr. A og B. samt no. 1-9 (Christiania, 1846), part 1, no. 6. 
For a brief discussion of the significance of the report see Blegen, "Cleng Peerson 
and Norwegian immigration," in the Mississippi Valley Historical Review, 7: 
314-318. 



76 Notes and Documents m.v.h.e. 

fers to Mahicans but not to Mohegans; nevertheless, there ap- 
pears on page 48 of the book a table of the principal Algon- 
quian tribes (to which the index does not refer), in which appear 
as distinct tribes the Mahican and the Mohegan. Hodge in the 
preface to his work quoted above refers to the classification 
used in Powell's treatise as the result of a preliminary study of 
the subject and adds that "on it is based, with few exceptions, 
the present Handbook." 

The introduction by Edward Everett Hale to James H. Trum- 
bull's Natick dictionary (published as Bulletin number 25 of the 
bureau of American ethnology — Washington, 1903) also uses 
on page xii the name Mohegan in referring to the Connecticut 
tribe. Likewise, David I. Bushnell, Jr., in his Native villages 
and village sites east of the Mississippi (published as Bulletin 
number 69 of the bureau of American ethnology — "Washington, 
1919) on pages 10 and 11 follows when mentioning these tribes 
the usage of Powell and Hodge as quoted above in regard to 
names, and places them respectively in the habitats assigned to 
them by Hodge in the articles under those names in his Hand- 
booh. 

The term "last of the Mohegans," which appears in quotation 
marks in the comment on my paper referred to above, was not 
employed in the paper, which manifestly was not an attempt to 
treat exhaustively all phases of Mohegan history, and especially 
not the contemporary aspects of it. George a Woqd 



